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Photo 1: Golden Gate Hotel, venue of the 2010 Indaba against the magnificent backdrop of a sandstone cliff
Preamble
The SANParks Honorary Rangé@810 Indabatook placefrom May 11" to May 18" in the Gdden Gate
HighlandsNational ParKGGHNPith its spectacular mountain sceneryihe three major players that make
theseevents possiblesupported thelndabaagain this year:

e SANParkswhich not only offered the 2010 Indabaorganising committee all othe available
accommodationand other amenitieso select from, but also offered the usual 40% discotort
accommodation and free use of mi@®y venues

e The other major participantwithout whose supportve would face serious financial constrairissour
dependable sponsor SASOIheir generous annual sponsorship ensutieat organising committees
can maintainow costs and thukeep theannuallndabaaffordabk to HonoraryRangers

As honorary rangers we record our appreciation for these generamntributions from both
SANParks and SAS@hd accept itin gratitude F & | Y2GA2y 2F O2yFARSyOS
successfuéndeavours.

¢ And finally, nolndabacould ever be a success without the wonderful support and commitment of
HonoraryRangers @ationwide. Their loyalty as such should be recognised and applauded.



Thelndabawas seen as an opportunity to showcase th@HINP- not only for the recent upgrade to the tune

of R27 million to the Golden Gate Hotel and chalbtg also for its naturattributes. It was therefore decided

that the Indabaprogramme should focus on an important attribute of the park. Choosing between geology
palaeontology, biodiversity, cultural and historical heritagevater catchment, wetlands and management
interventions was not easy, but the committee eventually settled on geology and palaeontology. This turned
out to have been a good choic&eologisDr. Gideon Groenewalyas approachedo present a course on the
geology of the parkand palaeontologistrof. Buce Rubidgagreedto give the keynote address during the gala
evening.

Financial inplications

A fact not always appreciatad the out of pocket costs for Honoraramers to attendndaba. We did some
rather subjective calculations in order tscetain their contribution to the 2010Indaba The out of pocket
cost to the 237 SANParkipnorary Rangers to attend théndabawas approximatel\R 49383 (R 204 140 of
whichwas for the account of SANPayks

The GGHNP is centrally located in SouthcAfbut despite this someHonorary Rangers had to travel long
distances.In total they travelled approximatel249 054 km(this is not an exact figure adonorary Rangers

from different regions were clumped togethgr ApproximatelyR 199 243was spenton fuel and, again the

figure is an approximation based on the distance travelled x fuel price (which was put at R8, 00/1) divided by 10.
The costof mealsand en routeaccommodatiorwasnot includedin the calculation.

Fuel costs R 199 243
Accomnodation at GGHNP cost them R 162 105
To attend variougvents:

Gala evening R 24960

Basotho evening R 13, 500

Potjie evening R 8, 00

Courses R 14, 575
Indabaattendance fee R16, 500 R 78 035
TOTAL R 439383

Lookng at the expenses incurred byokbrary Rangers to attendindabgas, the existingNECphilosophy to

requestorganising committees to makimdaba as affordable as possible is a sound ore this report is
written, the final costs for the 201thdabahave not been finalised However some of the surplus will be
passed on to the Bushveld region to assist with the 20taba with the remaindergoingto GGHNP to enable
the vulture educationaénd informationcentre and hidet the vulture restauranto be mmpleted.

receives the SASOL cheque of R 66, 000 from Brian Philips



Organisingthe Indaba

Although the KwaZzZuliNatal region originally mooted the ideim 2007 of having the 2010ndabaat the
GGHNP, Janssen Davies, Qeagonof the National Executivedhmittee, suggestd that KZN region should
team up with the regions of Free State and the Via@ngle.

This was an excellent idedt not only allowed the work load to be shred, it provided an opportunity for
Honorary Rangers from three regions that would normally not have had any ties to work together towards a
joint objective. In the process a wonderitAmaraderie developednd hsting companionships were formed

As oneof the organising committee members remarked at the conclusion ofridabaX $ve asthe organising
committeehaved SO2 YS | a Of 2 BeSdea di combinifid raglorsacéorganitedabas is one well
worth pursuing as it no doubt contribusdo the esprit de corpsf the movement.

Over a period of two yearshé organising committee met on average every quarteith meetings normally
convened at GGHNRAt the first meeting arExecutiveCommittee was elected consisting of Jan de W@tair

(KZN); Bgéne JoubertSecretary (KZN)Koos VorsterJreasurer (KZN); Des Bothma, member (Free State); Div
Bosman, member (Free State); Lodewyk Kritzinger, member (Vaal Triangle) andlraghard, Park Manager,
GGHNP. The responsibilities for théndabawere dvided amongst the three regions, with KZN accepting
responsibility for the administrative activities (registration and finance); Free State for organising the various
courses (and with Des Bothma being the liaison person with NEC); and Vaal Trianljlthéoeeening events

and catering.

The executive of the organising committee consisted of the following persons:
gmm—

Des Bothma, member;

Div Bosman, member; Lodewyk Kritzinger, member; Johan Taljaard, Park manager;

Photo 3: Collage of members of the executive of the organising committee

From theoutset SANPark#n the person of Johan Taljaarshowed total commitment to the 201hdabaand
provided valuable input and guidance in the decisions taken by the organising committee. All the GGHNP staff
members were friendly andonstantly provided assistance and answegent many queries efficiently. It was

clear from theoutset that we all wereesolute that the 2010ndabawas going to be a success.

The committee approachethe Boland and Johannesburg regiomeich had previously organisdddaba)
and usefuladvice was receivedAndré van der Merwe, NBdce Chair, andAlisonEsterhuysenairperson of
Johannesburg regigmattendeda committee meetingand, with the wisdom born of hindsightould warn us of
pitfalls.

Although all the accommodation available in the GGHNP was offered to the committee, it was decided, based
on attendancefigures from previoudndaba to only reqest the chalets at Golden Gateotdl and the
accommodation at Glen Reenen, as well as Brabant House. Asityackumber of rooms were also reserved



in the Golden Gate btel, which turned out to be a blessing we could accommodate sontdonoraryRangers
who decided very late to also attend.

TheCourses

Three courses were presented from Tuesday to Thursd@GHNP geology, nature gtiography and a GGHNP

orientation course. 8th the geology and photography courspsoved to be popular and &re repeated in

order to allowHonorary Rangers an opportunity to attend botfwhich many dijl Thegeologycourse was

presented by Dr. Gideon Gnewald and the photographic course by Mr. Johan van RenskRagticipants

compimented both courses, but it was the geologyurseli K & NBI f f @ OF dz3 KEspeSahS NEBE 2 y S Q
after Prof. Rubidg@ address during the gala evening participanthat also didthe geology courssaidthat a

whole new world had opened to hira sentiment many attending thendabashared.

Excursions
The excursion to the hydrelectric scheme in an enormous manmade cavern at the Sterkfontein dam left
people speebless. People who patrticipated in the GGHNP excursion folindformative to see the area of

the previous Qwa Qwhational Parkhat has nowbeenlegally added to increase the size of GGHN®4{c000
ha.
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Photo 5: The mushroom rock of Clarens Formation sandstone, above Glen Reenen Rest Camp

GeologyCourse

L gAftft y20 GNB FyR NBLSIFG 5N DARS2yQa O2dzZNES odzi 62
interesting aspects he coveredn short hetold us that the andstone of the ClarensoFmnation wasdeposited

in an extensive sand desert @ying much of southern Africa, thesult of aperiod of drought that lasted 80

million years.But how did this desert came about?
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Photo 5: Dr. Gideon Groenewald explaining the dynamics Photo 6: Gideon holding arock from the Elliot
that formed the GGHNP landscape For mati on in which dinosaursdé eggs

With the breakup of Gondwanal50 million yearaga the Antarcticcollidedagainsta piece of Gondwanthat

was to become AfricaThe collision of these continents led to the formation of a Himalaya type of mountain
range from East London to Cape Townown to geologists as the Cape Mountain Belthe mountain range
was approximately 12 km high with the resulting rain shadow cauitia desertcondition in the Karoo basin.
ThisW/ t | WSenQwas dart of a giant Sahasized sand sestretching perhaps thousands of kilometres in all
directionsinto Zimkabwe, Botswana and Namibia

Water from the glacierthat formed in the icecappedpeaksof the Cape Mountain Befed Karoo lake systems
similar to the Okavangbelta in Botswana.Evidence has been found of five inland deltas formed in the Karoo
basin. One of these inland deltas was located in the Bethlehem, Clarens and Hiardsmi. Apart from
sediments, these rivers also carried boulders from ttountain range and depositedhémin the Karoo basin.
After a period of approximately 300 million years, at the beginning of the Jugzessia (190 million years ago)

the Cape Muntain Belt in the south was worn away and the Karoo basin filled with sediments reaching a
thickness of 1, 000 m. With no ice collecting on the pedkbe Cape Mountain Belt, the rivers feeding the
Karoo swamps dried up. Prevailing winds stattedile the sands into huge dunes that swept across the Karoo
plains.

Fossil remains confirm that from 260 to 251 million years ago manrikealreptiles thrived on the vast
floodplains of the meandering rivers in the Karoo basithe rocks of the Elliot Fmation bear witness to a
major mass extinctiorthat occurred around @6 million years ago, one dfve mass extinctions through the
eons which made 96% of species living at the tiex¢inct.

About 183 million yearagowith the breakup of Gondwanahe earth crustcracked operand huge volumes of
basaltic l@arepeatedlyflowed out over the Clarensd3ert, covering virtually the whole of southern Africa (the
Karoo basin) to a depth of 1, 600 rm GGHNP it is possible to identify individual lava flang also volcanic
ash deposits that took place over a period of 2 million yednsese lava floware known as the Drakensberg
Group.

With India breaking away fronoathern Afrcaat Durban, rainfall suddenly increased to several thousands of
millimetres per year, causing huge river systems such as the early Orange and Thukela Rivers to erode the rocks
sculpting the landscapeRemnants of the Drakensberg Group form the caps on the flat topped mountains so
typical of much of the Karoo and Free Statadscape. But, that is enough sai@ Yy D D Ifasdin&iag

geology.

GGHNRrientation Gourse

The GGHNP orientation course was presented on Thursday. John Taljaard, Park NMaradered all the
intricacies of the parkfocusing on its amazing attribes (see it listed in the preamble) to the seeiconomic
challenges facing the pafikt being located between one of the most affluent communitiesSouth Africaon
its western border (Clarens) to the 800, G@tpoverishedpeople living imwa Qwa in theasy).

b9/ YR [/ KMeatiNgSISNE 2y Qa

The NEC meeting took place in the Eland room in the Golden Gate Hotel on Friday morning, followed by the
Chairpersons meeting on Friday afternoon in the same venughe mainpoints on the agenda for the
afternoon neeting weremainly administrative. André Vosloo tabled several docuraeor approwal; the
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amendments to the constitution and memoraadf understanding with SANPark3hese were passed without
dissenting votes.

André van der Merwe handled tHamancal statements and reviewed the financial reports as received from the
regions. As with previousieetings the importance of submittingreviewed financial reports on time was
stressed Two very worthwhile and well motivated projecia the region of R5 rion each submitted by
HonoraryRangers were not awardesponsorships from the Lotto, becauadewregions failed to submit their
audited financial reports. André confirmed that b was following up the request to find a bank that would be
willing to offer the Honorary Rangers the best deal regarding banking expenséte then handed each
Chairperson a printed copy of the 2009 Annual Report, and a vote of thanks was passed for a sterling piece of
work.

Photos 6 and 7: Members of the NEC and regional chairpersons during their meeting chaired by Janssen Davies.

Des Bothma and Judy Bouwer handled their respective reports orstitatand a summary of the annual
reports. Both complained that statistical reports were slow in reaching them.

Janssa Davies spent time explaining the roles and responsibilitiddatibnal ExecutiveCommittee members.
He stressed that he expecteveryoneto pull their weight and be available fail NEGneetings. If theravere
any of the candidatethat had doubts hat they would not be able to copehis advice would be to withdraw
their nomination. He and André Vosloo explained the election process. Jarthsengave each of the 13
candidates an opportunity to briefly introduce him or herself and inform the megetithat experience and
expertise they would be bringing to the table.

EveningBvents
During thelndabawe had an evening event every night from Wednesday. The event on the last evening
(Saturdaywill be discussed separately.

On Wednesday eveningwed /R I W. NAy3 FyR . NIYIAQ 4 GKS DfSy wSSy!:
erected earlierin the day and provided welcome sheltehen the valley floor became cooler as the evening
progressed. There were a few hitches but all in all the evening wag gpegting old friends and renewing
acquaintances. Ambiance and good fellowship of the evening set the tone for events during the rest of the

week. On the Thursday evening we were served a delitimsbokvenisonpotjie prepared by SANParks staff.

DesBothma shot the two blesbok donatdny HRBuks Meintjies. The good spirits from the previous evening

prevailed. All agreed that it was not as cold as the previous evehingever this could be due to the copious

volumes of Old Browgherry being consued!



Friday evening

The annual quizdn the Friday evening wass usualthe minkthighlight of the activities that lead up to the
Indabameeting and gala dinner The venue for the event this year was the Basotho Cultural Village. The quiz
was followedby a traditional Basotho meal (besfew, pumpkin and amp [\Stampmielie§) while Basotho
ladies in colourfutlressesentertained us \ith their dancing. The truly delicious meal was a fitting way to end a
pleasant evening

Clive Webbethashad a seris of breakins and in the process lost his computers, photographs and copious
naturey 2 i Sa& NBLINBaSylGAy3d | fAFSGAYSQa 62N i GKS NXBIj dz
dzZA T YF E0SNE aGSLIISR Ay | BRnkinINGLHoNE R woinking Briday Soktinglddt  |j dzA 1 ¢
the electric supply, screen, lights etc. His efforts paid off and the quiz went without a hitch.

The quiz this year should have been between two SANParks staff teams and two teldomoefry Rangers.
Unfortunately SANParks could only field one team, which meant that the three other teamsmaate upof
Honorary Ranges. The defending champion quiz team from KZN / Free State was one watmthe two
othersconsisting o @2 f dzy i SSNE Q @

)
Photo 10: The two arbiters, George Smith and John
with last minute decisions Elford

Photo 9: Clive Webber and Quinton Coetzee

Photo 12: The Mixed team (north / south): Louis
Johan Taljaard, Vanessa Strydom, Chris Patton Lemmer, Jenny Lodge, Div Bosman, Willie
Engelbrecht




Photo 13: The @lue Bulls6team: Alison Esterhuysen,
André vd Merwe, Mauro Marchioro, Eddie Bronkhorst Vorster, Eugéne Joubert, Ellen Abel

Thequestions prepared by Quinton weras to be expectedriginal andeducational. Theyfocused on animal
and plant life and the type of questions put to thengpetingteamswere always similar.
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Photo 16: The audience enfoying eery minute
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Photo 15: Quiz master Quinton Coetzee

With points beingdeducted for wrong answersome of the teamsvere wary,but othersremainedimpulsive

with quickguessedhat got punished From the start it was clear that it was going to be a tussle between the

Yhixed teanfand the SANParks team with thBlue Bull®and WZN/ Free Stat® { Sbt Yeally making

KSFRgl &d 9@SyilGdzr tte Al 61 a /| wedkha SANPaiks BaynQaironip Yiomg t SRS
with almost twice as mny pointsas theWa A Ee&ni&hat came in second. The defending champions had a

dismal evening coming in last. Congratulations to the SANParks teapmtinohis win, havetaken the trophy

for only the second time in the history of the quiz.

; "
S A

Photo 19: Janssen and Linda enjoy

Photo 20: Enock Moyéne, Doreen Malabela and
Millard Mdhuli, all from the Lowveld region

ing themselves



TheAnnual General Meetinglidabg)

The Annual General Meetingnflabg took placeon Saturdayand took up most of the day. In contrast to the

dzid dzl £ € dzy OK LJ O1a &aSNIWSR RdzNR y 3 (Tdirigny Neikiaged &8 hi§ staff I G ! Da
treated participants to a scrumptious sit down meal of lamb stew and rice.

After a brief welcome andhe normal preliminariesJanssen invited Johan Taljaard to welcome the participants
to GGHNRPN behalf of SANParke/hich fe did with enthusiasm Johan quickly highlighted the attributes of the
park andthe challengedacing management, especially those of a saionomic nature. The audience was
impressed by his grasp of the situatiamd wasleft with a feeling that the prk managementwas in good
hands.

SANParks presentation

Glenn Phillips, Managing Executive, Tourism WBtatketing was then offered an opportunity to present the

SANParks presentatiorte held the audience captive with his detailed report on the diviof SANParks: (

shortened copy attached). He informed the meeting that SANPh#ss embarked on a major product
development boost in several of its national parksK S 2 NBI yAal A2y Qa STFF2NIia Ay LN
by new industry trends wih focus on environmentally friendly products as well as value for money in the

product offering.

He also said thatcompared totrends in thehospitality industry, SARarks has had a fantastyear with an
overall occupancy of 73, 3%.he unit nights dd were 531,018 compared to the 521,018 sold in the previous
year. Phillips said in terms &#amp person soldan impressive 675 392 were soldainstthe previousyear
when aly 604, 900were sold. Anotherimportant fact was thatSANParkegfforts to transform the national

pk NJ & @A &A G2 NEr@coRifiM@ta Weld Igiiod @siilts The number ofBlack visitordo parks ha
grown to 406,085 an impressive 1,/5% increase from 345 559 from tipeevious financial year.

He said that from a finandigperspective,despite the unfavourable global economic situaticBANParks
recorded a good growth in tourism incomén the 2008/09 financial year a total &532, 459million was
recorded in comparison to R59812 million recorded in the 2009/10 finaatiyear.

/[ K ANLIReNGEt2 Y Q&
In hisaK | A NLJS NA 2ghSsan Dis=iirdddedhe Honorary Rangers withhis usuamotivationalspeech
coveringvarious relevant issudga copy of his PowerPoint presentation is attached)
e He started off with a quotdrom an anonymous souréeé We do not volunteer for money, fame or
personal gain, but purely to make a difference where we;can
¢ Hepointed outthat in recruiting applicants we should be sure that they have a passionate intardst
bewilling towalk thesecond mileti 2 02 y (i NA 6 dziil S ehdeavudgN) Y2 3SYSy (i Q&
¢ He stressed that we ddonoraryRangers should take note of the seriousness of the onslaught against
the rhino population in South Africa, not only in private sanctuaries but also in national, padng
figures used byhe Hon. Buyelwa Sonjica, Minister of Water Affairs and Environment in a recent press
release He urged theHonorary R Yy 3ISNA (2 TFAYFYyOAFtfe& adzZlR2NIL {!'b
poaching programme.

In reportingback onour moZ S Y S ydif@riance during 2009e mentioned that theSANParkslonorary
Rangers hee again showrthat they are a valuable asset to SANParkssentiment echoed by Gia Philips in
his address.Theirtotal financialcontribution towards SANParkkuring 2009wasR 267 million; thiswas p
from R21,9 million in 2008

e Projects
HonoraryRangers were involved in 185 projects during 20id@luding the followingassistance witlthe new
main gateat the Addo National Parkorganising Irding events, traimmg of KNP guidegssistance wittgame
capture, planning and collecting funds for \aulture information centre and hideén GGHNP; cleaning up
heritage plagues in KNRynning bush camps, TMNP visitor safeilyyolvement in hacking parties to remove
alien invasivespecies; providing and guardiq@@enguins nest boxes on Dyer islamtovidingbaboon proof
dustbins, elephant hall dutieat Letaba, antpoaching funeraisers, Lebombo trail maintenance, prowid



equipment such as hand radios, erection and maiince of bird hides, public displays and other fuai$ing
events. In 14 regions there are rosters for weekly duty in their affiliated park

Photos 22 : o Janssen De
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Photo 24: With Johan Taljaard finalising his welcoming Photo 24: Joep Stevens, General manager, tourism

speech, with André van der Merwe and André Vosloo, and operations, SANParks, with HRs Eric Makondo

the two vice-chairs elect, in pensive mood and Willie Maluleke listening to the presentations.

# Iy
Photo 25: Johan Taljaard, Park Manager, welcoming Photo 26: Glenn Phillips, Managing executive:
HRs to GGHNP Tourism Development and Marketing, SANParks,

delivering his address.
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